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Witch Doctor Becomes a Christian
GIS exists to support the hundreds of families who minister in SE Asia

In a little village in northern
Cambodia, a village witch
doctor lay in her hut, suffer-
ing from terrible stomach
pains. She contracted the
pain after returning from an
unsuccessful attempt to
cure a fellow villager of his
stomach pain. She used
idols, charms, and incanta-
tions to try to cure the vil-
lager, and then herself, but
to no avail.

Not knowing what else to
do, she called her son, who
is a Christian. Her son,
along with Captain S., an
officer in the Cambodian
army, came and prayed
over her. She was instantly
healed! As they shared the
gospel with her, she ac-
cepted Jesus as her Lord,
and all three of them imme-
diately began destroying

Mr. Bradley and Captain S.

the idols and charms she
had been using.

Three weeks later, more
than 20 people in her village
also chose to follow the
Lord. “When a spiritual
guide such as a witch doctor
becomes a Christian, it has
a huge impact,” says mis-

Unusual Evangelism!

sionary Paul Bradley, who
has been training and disci-
pling Captain S. for the last
few years. Paul, whose
three children attend GIS,
works with military officers
and their families in SE
Asia. He comes alongside
national leaders, equipping
and instilling in them a vi-
sion for evangelizing and
discipling the Armed Forces.

“In most SE Asian countries,
military officers hold a lot of
power. They have the ability
to bring about change in
their countries, either for
good or for bad. Imagine the
impact a Christian general
or colonel could have on his
unit, region, or country!” re-
lates Paul.

These changes are already
evident in many places in
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Cambodia. In the last three
years, over 15,000 military
personnel and their families
have come to know Jesus.
Paul relates that across the
board, whether American or
Asian, military personnel
have openness and hunger
that exceeds that of the civil-
ian population. Says Paul,
“For that reason, working
with military is exciting. We
are spiritual fruit-pickers!”
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“We hope to work in SE Asia
for many years to come. We
are thankful for Grace Inter-
national School. We would
not be able to be here with-
out the ministry of GIS.”

to make sure each student has a chance to go.

Tom says, “Many of the parents of these students

R story from a GIS teacher

have a ministry they are involved in. I'm thrilled to
see missionary kids have a ministry and purpose
all their own.”

Think noise and heat. Think multi-cultural. Think crowds of people,
jostling each other, hoping to get the best deal on local souvenirs.
Think all of these things, and you've got the Chiang Mai Night Ba-
zaar. But if you are GIS teacher Tom Miyakawa, when you think of
the Night Bazaar you think of the endless possibilities for evangel-
ism!

The Night Bazaar is a popular tourist attraction in downtown
Chiang Mai. It is visited by thousands of people each night, with
10-15 countries represented from all over the world. Each Satur-
day night, Tom takes a group of 30-40 students from Grace Inter-
national School to the Night Bazaar. These students mingle with
the crowds and engage tourists in spiritual conversations and hand
out tracts.

The students are surprisingly bold and eager to share the good
news of Jesus. Saturday Street Evangelism has become such a
favorite among students, they have had to set up rotation groups

GIS student evangelizes with tourist at Night Bazaar

www.gisthailand.org
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R Heart For the Unwanted

GIS exists to support the hundreds of families who minister in SE Asia

God delights in giving us the desires of
our hearts, even if He waits 27 years to
give us those desires! Connie Cummins
knew from the age of 13 that she wanted
to run an orphanage someday. Watching
her today with her flock of little ones, it's
clear that she is doing what she loves,
and what God created her to do.

When Connie and her husband, Richard,
first came to Thailand, an orphanage was
never in the plans; Richard came to serve
as business manager and treasurer for
ministries in SE Asia. But when Connie, a
former home schooling mom, sent her 5
children to Grace International School,
she found herself with time on her hands,
so she began to volunteer at an orphan-
age in Chiang Mai.

During her first few weeks at the orphan-
age, she noticed a very sick baby who

R True Champion
R story from a GIS student

When speaking with her, you would
never guess that behind GIS student
Mallory W.'s sweet voice and winning
smile lies a tough, determined, and
skilled athlete. In a recent competition
between other international school stu-
dents from various SE Asian countries,
Mallory easily placed first in the 400 m.
race. Mallory is strong and fast. She
plays every sport that Grace offers, and
every team she has played on has won
the league championship. There’s no
doubt that athletics are important to Mal-
lory.

But she acknowledges that athletics is
often a training ground for what is more
important to her: her relationship with
God.

spent virtually all of her time lying on a mat,
receiving very little care from the workers.
At three months, little Tip weighed only four
pounds and had miraculously survived an
abortion. Connie’s heart went out to Tip,
and she asked the director of the orphan-
age if she could take Tip home and care for
her there. It is likely Tip would have died
shortly, had Connie not intervened. She
nursed Tip back to health, but her heart
was undeniably bonded with this precious
baby. Nine years later, Tip is a vibrant,
healthy girl and experiences the permanent
joy of being adopted into the Cummins
family.

But Connie’s story does not end there...
Shortly after nursing Tip back to health, the
orphanage, amazed by Connie’s love and
care of Tip, asked her to care for more chil-
dren. The director of the orphanage later
told her, “When you came to help us, |
knew there was something in your eyes,
but | didn’t know what it was.” That some-
thing was Connie’s selfless desire to care
for these parent-less children, and not just
the healthy ones—she specifically told
them that she only wanted to care for the
sick babies! She knew these children would
never receive the care they needed, but
she was willing to try.

Baby “M” was found abandoned in a bag

found her and she was placed in Connie’s
care. Today, M’'s sweet round face and
constant smile make her a joy to be
around. “D”, age 5, was extremely sick
when Connie took her in. Without the
medical intervention facilitated by Connie,
the doctors have told her “D” would have
died within days. Watching her today, you
would never know that this beautiful, curi-
ous, strong-willed little girl was once a
neglected baby.

Connie and her family and staff have
loved and cared for over 26 children in the
last few years. Each child is eventually

“litte Tip weighed anly
four pounds and had
miraculously swwived an
abiention..”’

adopted and placed in a loving home.
While each adoption is welcomed joy-
ously, it is also painful for Connie to let
these precious children go after investing
years of time—and love— into each child.
She is convinced the sacrifice and tears
are worth it. As Connie says, “We must be
open to what God has planned for us. If
we only have eyes for what we are
“supposed” to be doing, we may miss the
blessings of God’'s amazing, unexpected

on the side of a street. A passing man plans!”

This 16 year old student, who has ,
lived overseas as an MK all of her life,
attributes much of what she has
learned about athletics and life to her
coaches. Regarding one of her
coaches, she comments, “He's amaz-
ing! He's done so much in his life, and
he talks with us all the time about the
lessons he’s learned. He advises us
about how to make wise decisions.”

Striving for excellence, both athleti-
cally and spiritually, is something she
has learned from her soccer coaches.
“The coaches are involved in our lives.
They pray for us and care about us personally,” says Mallory. “They go beyond what is
normally expected of a coach.”
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Mallory wears her number 9 uniform

With only one more year left at Grace, Mallory is taking advantage of every opportunity for
spiritual growth offered by GIS: prayer team, chapel team, Agape Home (orphanage), and
after-school Bible studies with teachers. Her advice to other students: “If you love God
and want to grow in your relationship with Him, there are lots of opportunities here at
Grace. All you have to do is look for them... they’ll come looking for you, too!”

www.gisthailand.org



